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Panel Says Aides Inspected .

Correspondence of U.S.. -
Citizens for 20 Years

:Blg’ PHOTOGRAPHIC FILE

-Committes Agrees to sl
’ Ex-f’resident I He Knew
of Intercept Program

JOHN M: CREWDSON
secial) to The New York Timss
WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 —
“The Senate Select Commiites
* on Intelligence disclosed today
_that over a 20-year period end-
ing in 1973, the Central Intzili-
gence Agency opened foreign
correspondence to and from
prorainant Americans, including
Richard M. Mixcn and Seaators
Hubert H. Humphrey, Edward
M. Kennedy and Frank Church,
Senator Church, the Idaho
Democrat who is the commit=
tee's - chairman, described "3
. C.IA. file of photographic cop~-
jes of inspected mail as “big”’
shut said that in the case of Mr.
Nixon, ¥Mr. Humphrey and him-
self, only one letter each had
bezen involved. g Z
The letters were apparently,
intercepted during the C.LAS
routine surveillance of mail to
and from the Soviet Unjom,
China znd Cuba. In that opera-a.
tion, millions of pieces of mail
were intercepted, but not neces-
sairly opened and pHotographed,
tha Rocefeller commission Te-
ported earlier this year.
Criteria Not Known
Criteria used by the C.LA. in;
deciding whether to open 2
particular letter have never
been made public. Senator
Church said today, however,
that the names of none of ths
12 individuals ond Instintions
whose mail had been found in
the C.LAJs Tfiles had appeared
on the ageacy's “watch Jist,"”

By
3

an index of names that were {0
be given special attention.

fr. Church announced that
the panel had agreed unani-’
mously at a ‘closed session of

ithe committee thet it would
;ask Mr. Nixon for his testimony

on a numbzr of related matters,
for example whether he had,
been made aware while in of«
fice of the CILAs mail-intere’
cept program. ceee

The committee authorized its

counsel, F. A O, Schwartz 3d,
*7to -begin' “negotiations”. with
“«Mr. Nixon’s lawyer Herber
.- ="J. Miller, on the time and place
of the former Presidentis ap-
. pearance. ‘ - :

The C.LAs surveillance of

<’,mai1 to and from American.
icitizens, which took place at

-~

e
verious times in New -York,‘
San Francisco, New ,Orlean.'s‘
and honotulu, has been investly
gated by other Congressional
committees and by President
Ford's commission on domestic
C.1.A. activities. )
puttoday's announcement b.y
Mr. Church, during the public
portion of the committed’s
hearing, was the first disclosure;
that the agency had opened,
read and maintained in a spe-
cial file photographic copies
of overseas il sent or.Te-|
ceived by prominent Amglican
political figures. ‘ .
The file, which Mr. Church
termed ‘'big,’ was later de-
scribedt by 2 committee aide
as having contained ‘‘corre-
spondence 10 and from setectedj
Ametican politicians.”
In eddifion, the C}mrc_h
coittee’s stafi {ound copies in
other C.LA. files, of intercepted
.mail that had been sent OF
received by Dr. Arthur F.
Burns, the chaimman of the Ye-
#rizral Reserve Roard:; the Rev.
Pr. Martin  Luther King Jr.,
the late civil rights leader, and
his wife, Coretta; John D). Rock-
efeller 4th, the Ford and Rocke-
feller Foundations and 1larvard
vmversity. )
& jncident concerning Bir.
Nixon, Senator Church  said,
involved a single letter mailed
to him in June, 1068, »when
Mr. Nixon was the leading can-.
didate for the Republican Pres-,
sdential nomination, by an aideq
traveling in the Soviet Unicn.|
Mr. Chureh :
author of the letter, Raymont
K. Price Jr, who
as a speech wiriter

LISTIERASUREL s

other things

- Angleton, a 57-year-old retired

T

said that the!
fater s‘;;\‘ed‘
in the Nixon|
White House, discussed among:
the candidate s|
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chances of gaining the norain-|
atlon and a Presidential victory| intercented only letters betiveen
the following November. the United States and the So-
In some. instances, Mrd viet Union, China and Cuba
Church said, the CLA.S files| which were made-available to
disclosed only one letter or}it et postal sorting facilities in
a few to or from prominent} the four cities where the opera-
politicians  and other pubhciﬁon was centored,
fiznres, but in others the sur- The Inicreept of mail to and
vellance appeared to have been from the Soviet Union oceurred
more extensive. . over the entire 20-year period
He said that his' committee of the operation at Kennedy
had forreted out new informa- Internztional Afrport in Queens,
tion on the scope of the mai-

1 intercept program that would of shorter and intermittent
be made public soon, but he duration.
agreed to provide a few addi  The letters intercepted by the

£y

+ionzl details about today's
closure.
Other Letters Found

azency to and from Mr, Nixon
and the other individuals and
ir}stig‘;tiong mentioned today by}
Mr. Church apparoniiy TR
The C.LA. files also yielded, i the course. o? Xt\hIE{ gs'(-erlzt;:rs,‘(ii
according to Mr. Church, & let- normal surveillance of  sueh
ter mailed in 1938 by Mr. ypaffic. '
Humphrey, a Minnesota Demo- = ar, Angleton declined to say
crat, from the Soviet Union to in pu “chtoday ju:t whit ‘t}"(”
comeone in the United States “watch list" comprised. or how
Tod & number of letters to M= the names of Dr: Pauling v
Kennedy, a DMassachuseils Stainbeck and \p Deuther
Demooral, from ''peace LTOUDNS came to be on i
abroad,” . , Mr. Angleton, en intense,
In his own case, Mr. Churchsijeer-haired  man  who  was
caid, the C.LA. had seized aknown to his C.LA co'l-ﬂa"("e'"
lotter that he had sent fromas “Mother,” nevertheless de
Moscow in 1971 to his mother: fended, despite his admission of
g-}a\‘i,lfc\,ﬁ?- Chasz A. Clark ofjts iljegality, the effectivencss
oise, 16#no. : " {ha 3 ST -

Sone o Cine individuals m,(’I tha HT Lingual operation.
iqstitutions named today, M.
Church said, have been found
on the C.LA.s index, called the
vwatch  list,” of individuals
whose correspondence was to
be - given especially close at-
1ention.

That list did include, how-
ever, such names as those ol
Linus Pauling, the chemist and
~jobet laureate; John Steinback,
the author, and Victor Reuther,
brother of the late labor leader
Waiter Reuther,

Today's witness before the
S=nate coramittee was James J,

dis

of such’

Peuther

/0/@( C} Chrethdlas,

- continued,
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C.I.A. official who served for -/U ! 'KOA‘/J
20 years as the chief of its
ceunterintellipence section and
was responsible during that
for the mail-intercept
op=ration. - .

Mr. Anglaton conceded undet
guestioning by committee mam-
bers that the operation, knowsn
in C.LA. nomenclature as HT
Lingual, had been undertaken
in divect violation of Federal
statules that prohibit any tam-
pering with first-class mail.

" CIA. operaions are typically
doscribad by a code phrase
raade up of a two-letter prefix
tosignating a certain country,
geographie region or, internal
C.1.A. division, followed by &
neaningtess code word. The’
agency's project involving the
storing of various pOISOnS,
which the Church compltice™
tisclosed last week, Was termed,
NK Naomi, for example. b
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As far a5 is known, the CLA.

The three other nperations were;
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